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To the worſhipful the 


wiliffs, the Recorder, the Ju- 
ſtices, the Freemen, and the 
reſt of the Inhabitants of 
the ancient Corporation and 
Town of KINGSTON. 


(TENTLEMEN, 


Ig HE vote, with which li fabour d 
mne that I ſhould publiſh this diſ- 
Wal courſe, makes that my duty in re. 
turn to your unanimous requeſt, 
Ich no opinion of the performance itſelf 
ut have ſuffer d to be my choice: And, 
—_ I hope, 


Dedication. 


T hope, my compliance with your order vi 
be received as a teſtimony of that fincer; 
regard with which J have you in m. 
heart; as I am ſure you affection: for ni 
diſpos d you to make an order; more in fi 
vour of hour Vicar than of your ow! 
judgment. . 


Tr is happy. for a clergyman to be | 
well in Rez Tie of bis Pariſh: as thi 
they will not ſee thoſe imperfections i 
him, which he knows to be in himſelf. Th 
makes him labour among them with co 
rage and freedom and (if he has an 
molt, that he mays truly  ſarve: to ple 
thoſe who are. ſo: willing to: be. pleas d. 
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Tus your ſo very kind treatment ly 


— 1 under ſuch, cordial: obligations, th 
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Dadication 


. og -— ONT + cara 8 — 
ts I won d mut af any time ie catelets 

bns'l appear A befvrd vol in puri reſpect 
t your indulgence; /, in gratitude I 
Y yore commands, by « appearing now | 
in publick ; though the Sermoh gen r. 
quire is not ſo correct, as, for your ſakes, | 
more than my own, I contd have Miſb d it. 


Bur, ſince your have claimed it, Gentle. 
men, ſuffer me to put it into your hands 
with this affectionate prayer, that, as 
the abject of it is chriſtian love in al! 
ts noble offices and perfective employ- 
ments, the God of love and unity may. 
dwell among you! That your final ac- 
count may be ſervd, and my joy ful. 
illd, by your being like-minded, and 
having the ſame love, the ſame chri- 

Itian accord! And that, when' you appear * 
r hour annual eleckions, in the mterest 


of ; 


pe 5 


_ Dedication. 
of your reſpective friends, nothing may 
be done-through ſtrife or vain-glory, 


nothing that may break in upon the cha. 
racter of Goov Mzn, and Goop Can 


STIANS. Jam, WO + 


Gentlemen, - 


Your moſt obliged, 


and moſt humble Servant, 


Rich. Cor kIRE 


1 Cor. XIII. 4, 5, 6, 7. 

Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind : Cha. 
rity envieth not charity vaunteth not 
itſelf, is not Puffed u 

Doth not behave itſel unſeemtly , ſeeketh 
not her own ; is not eaſily provoked : 
Thinketh no evi! 

Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rey oiceth in 
the truth : 

Beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things. 


FT bach been your cuſtom, upon the day 
= (ES whereon you chooſe magiſtrates and offi- 
EE ccrs for the enſuing year, to expect a 
ſermon from your miniſter ;- not to influ- 
wy ence your choice, (for that is over be- 


minds, after the emotions of your zeal for the in- 


3 and of 3 obfervance to their aumimi- 
B ſtrations; 


2. — come here,) but, perhaps, to compoſe your | 
tereft of your friends; perhaps, to ſhew the duty of + 


ts Brant Ee 
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WM A Sermon preach'd at Kingſton, © 


ſtrations; or perhaps to finiſh your elections in a el. 
gious way, that the God of love and peace, of decency 
and order, may bleſs yon, as you are a body incorpo- 
rate, with an incorporated harmony. 1 
WHaTEvER the wee; or ſpecial deſign may be 
in requiring ſuch a ſermon; or whether the bare cu- 
ſtom of having it W this revolving day lies as a du. 
7 upon your miniſter, and excites in you no more 
than a curioſity of hearing how he will acquit himſelf, 
I ſhall willingly and cheartully comply with the cuſtom, 
for I look upon it as a moſt wholſome one; and ] hope 
I ſhall not employ my ſelf inſignificantly before you, 
while I am explaining that conſtellation of ſocial vir- 
tues which are comprehended under the name of chri- 
ſtian love or charui m. | 
For I beſpeak your attention, not to impracti- 
cable ſpeculations, or to uſeleſs eſſays in divinity, but to 
rules whereby the higheſt and loweſt among you, are 
expected equally to live; to rules, whereby thoſe who 
wear the robes, and are honour'd with the ex/igns of 
authority, may adorn themſelves. with the meehEñs of 
true wiſdom for government, and their office with the 
publick-ſpirinedneſs of megrity: whereby thoſe who 
chooſe rulers over themſelves and others, will be di- 
xe&ed not to chooſe for themſelves, but for the 2 
T | oy 006; 


— — 


protection, will learn to obey 


A. Sermon preach'd at Kingſton. 3 
Cod; whereby the loweſt members of a community, 
ather as they are the ſubjects of civil power or civil 
with love, and to reſt in 
the bo/orm of their publick guardians with hantfulneſß; 
yhereby the reſtlek and humourous ſpirit of faction 
ind party will be forced to yield to the mature coun- 
ls of ingenuous unity; and whereby all handſom and 
worthy actions will ſpring from the very principles of 
wpir'd . 4 Ae e 

AND in nothing doth this divine maxim more fully 
pear, He that loveth the world, the love of the Father 
not in him, than as this cardinal duty, with all its 


lttle eliſhd, or even conſider d in the world. The 
ery repreſentation of it, as it lies in my text, ſeems 
100 cult and ſublime for fleſh and blood: And to 
preach up the indiſpenſable obligation of all thoſe ar- 
luus qualities which make up the limbs and members 
af this incomparable. grace, will, with the moſt, be 
bold upon as advancing of paradoxes; as harangue- 
ng upon tempers of mind, which, becauſe they are 
tot diſpos d to comply with, they perſuade themſelves 
Cod will not require at their hands. © 

Tavs, the bits of the fleſh, and the pride of hfe, 


ndiſpoſe us, firſt, for theſe duties of chriſtian morality, 
. B 2 


and, 


bounden parts, is ſo little practiſed, nay, in truth, fo. 


„ 
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and, then, cheat us into an opinion that they are not 


neceſſary : And thus, thoſe heavenly tempers of foul, M 
which, F we loved God above Mammon, we ſhould find Nit al 
moſt eaſy and delightful to us, by our perverſeneſs of Nod 
living become among the things d:f/icult to be prac- I. P 
tis'd, and, therefore, among the things 1 w {70 
derſtood. 0 | 0 het 
Bux, by the Grace of God, I hope to make it plain, Ml 
that every link of this golden chain is fo eſſential to T. 
| theentire grace of charity, not only as we are memben e 
of one another in a civil capacity, but as we have one the / 
Lord, one fanh, one baptiſm, one God and Father of uf. 
all, that a wilful violation of any of its parts is enough ria 
endanger the whole: In order to which I will endes d 
vour to ſhew the connexion of this beautiful ſcheme of. 
graces throughout, and what dependence every branchWi. Ix 
of charity or love hath ſtill upon each other.. . 1x 
' Charny fuffereth lang and is kind: Charity envi. 1» 
not. Charity vaunteth not ſelf, is not puffed : bat 
Doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her ou oym 
is ut eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil : co 
Rejoiceth not in miquity, but rejoiceth in the trub: Nile n 
Bseareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth acts 
things, endureth all things. re 
In ſpeaking to theſe words, I ſhall, . Th 
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, Coney ev ro or affedtion af chi 
oſt abſolute grace, ay 2 here brought by the 
alle to give a compleat — on of charity. And, 

l. PRESS them ſingly, as each lovely in themſelves; 
ach neceſſary to form you into an happy corpora- 
here, a triumphant Church hereafter. | 


| THEN; let us conſider every property or affection 
his moſt abſolute grace, as they are here brought 


the Apoſtle to give a compleat b of cha- 


CHARITY, as indeed Al other divine and moral 
wes do, conſiſt of three different exerciſes or ope- 
ons. 

Ix learning to do well. 

„ Ix ceaſing to do evi. 
Ix obtaining ſuch a maſtery over the affections 
paſſions, as to direct — 1 to their ri 1 
doyments. 

ACCORDINGLY, in the e before us, Sas the | 
le may do juſtice to this comprehenſroe' grace, he \l 
acts us in all the duties of 1 r dee and | 
love charity, And, 


Tux poſitive duties of chariry are, to ſafer 
þ and to be kind. Maxgo- 


CON 


7 Timm pad a Van” 
 Maxge$vueiy, to ſuffer long, is to defer anger; t 
learn the great and heroic temper of becoming p, 


cane. 117 a: 
he aiſcretion of a man (ſaith Solomon, Prov. xh 
11.) deferreth his anger, but it is his glory to paſs my 
a tranſgreſſiun. There are of thoſe Who will 4% 
anger; and if they ſeem to defer reſentment, it is 0 
ly till they can revenge a tranſgreſſion which hey ur 
nut 2 over. This is in Terence's phraſe, mala men 
malus animus, an ill mind, and, if I may ſo tranſſa 
it, an ill cover d animoſity: But the virtue which t 
Apoſtle means is ſuch a maſtery over the paſſions 
to curb them quite, if we can, at leaſt the bad effec 
of them. 1 7750 Yet BY 
PATIENCE then, or a diſpoſition which will n 
ſuddenly be exaſperated, is the foundation, the corne 
ſtone of the whole ſuperſtructure of charity. It is 
weak excuſe for paſſionate men, that they are the /00 
eft brought to reaſon ; in truth, they ought to be ſo, 
their converſation were not to be endurd: and it 
but a bare amends for the outrages they have bet 
guilty of in their fury, that their madneſs is but ſho 
and that they are ſpeedy in accepting, nay, in offe 
ing reconciliation. That wiſe King, who had mc 
than a philoſopher's inſight into the iraſcible 74 
8 1 or 
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«bids any friend/hip with an angry man: And if the 
nſports of anger diſable us from converſing as men, 
ey certainly diſqualify us much more from hearing 
we over men; from being at the head, or in the zruft 
Vany weighty affair; and eſpecially from thoſe god 
E offices, which, we are oblig'd to as Chriſtians. - 


As charity is patient in reſenting and bearing 
ongs, ſo it is active in performing all courteous and 
deadly offices. Xgysevelai dyann, love is full of 
wels and ſtirring affections: The good man who is 
nly mov d with the noble impulſes of compaſhon, is 
ympell'd, by his very nature, to be ever in ſome en- 
ging action; and tho” the ſpirit of party may con- 


ue our good offices to thoſe of our own diviſion, as 
ne like Jews, we were to reſtrain our ſelves from doing 
t ed to thoſe who were out of the circumference of our 


Idred or acquaintance ; yet the ſpirit of charity knows 
dfmon ; it has an unbounded propenſity to ſerve 

d oblige; and flies to the — — of doing good 

mout conſidering the little reſerves or partialities of 
g Or enmity. — 


IT was a magnanimous chought of an heathen, [/ 
a man, and therefore I think my ſelf oblig d to all 
good 
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good habits of humanity: Whatever I would expect re 
mankind in my favour and ſervice, I am under a Miml: 
which I cannot abſolve my ſelf from, of doing for ny 
kind. And if this was an heathen ſentiment, how 
the obligation riſe upon a chriſtian mind? How arg 
conſtrain'd by precept, by example, to be perfed, 
be unbounded in all chriſtian courteſies, when we Hen, 
a Saviour who taught us this new commandment ; \ 
went about doing good; and who ſeal'd his love fu 
the world with his moſt precious blood? Bur, 
2. TE negative duties of charity are more} 
merous and difficult than the poſitive ones, be 
in obtaining the habit of chriſtian love we have m 
more to — than we have to learn. We har 
unlearn all thoſe rugged and evil diſpoſitions whe 
we may be intractablèe towards our neighbours, o Vi. 
toward in our ſelves. In the front of theſe is ew 
we tranſlate the word; but s is a general 
tender and emulator, as well as an envious man. 
HE who is ever at the head of contention, a l 
in, and fomenter of thoſe differences, which 
party zeal in heart to the deſfrufion of common cu un 
is more emmently and hurtfully a ſtranger to c e 
love, than he who poorly exvies what he cannot if 


The one kills himſelf by the poiſon of his own (pili 


a” 


Tz 


a * en Gi 
T's. 


9 
* ſlayeth the filly one; but the other plumes 
Fe — which he makes 3 aud ine 
ore he can keep up thoſe diſtinctions which ruin 
mity, the more he effeems himſelf, and is eſteem d 
onſiderable. | rn 
AxD I the rather take it, that when the Apoſtle ſaith 
arity endieth not, he means publick emulation more 
jan private envy; becauſe he otherwhere reckons it 
mong the works of the fleſh, and places it among vices 
hich are all of a publict nature. 6 
AxD ſurely if charuy cannot act a part which 
defended, becauſe it will not keep up variances which 
cannot defend; much leſs will it appear in tempers 
hich can bear no good colouring, ſuch as thoſe of 
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unting igſelf, and being puſfed up. 
Wuar we tranſlate vaunting elf is of a fertile Sig- 
cation: It means all that zreachery on the one hand, 
d /olence on the other, whereby we may do miſ- 
licf either whim doors or withour. We may ſo flatter 


n. 
a r neighbour as to ruin him, even with himſelf; or 
ch may fo boldly calumniate him, as to murder his 


me with the world. All this is perperam agere, as the 
a elegantly have it; to act indirectly and diſho- 
y with our neighbour; and perhaps from thence 
come the Greek word Tegregeveodai, which the A po. 

| C le 


A 


. preeeh'd @ 2 


ſtle uſes in this place. Whereas fem houef love i; 
without all diſſimulation; it neither 2. nor is i 
modeſt in its praiſes to do preoare miſchief, nor baſely 
detracts to do fly but publict injury; for all its repr 
ſentations are plain, and open, and ſincere, and kind 
ly in the intention, which ſauttiſies every movement 
whether we ſpeak or act to the face, or out of hearing, 
Tux friendlineſs of love thus regarding the 2 
ſociety, by avoiding all miſdemeanour in zhought, wor 
_ —_ it next, through an innate or we . 
ry (which the A tle means by not being pu 
up) egy” thoſe inclinations by which it. mig 
too fond and expettimg, and fo By the bonds: ta wt 
ty by an inordinate /ove of ſelf... 
AND, indeed, 700 great a ſelf-eſtimation, too jea 
bur a concern for our om honour, or too ff an ad 
herence to our own Intereſts, is able to deſtroy; thi 
charity which we ſhould: never violate by any poſi 
inroad into our neighbours: concernments ;- and it isa 
one, from vhat impulſe ſoever we break in upon th. 
comprehenſive, that royal law; if we can but be tempt 
ed to break in upon. it at all. 
TukxErORE charity preſcribes that; in no ſenſ 
ve ſhould hehave' our ſelves unſeemly, either throup 
ride, or afſing dag, or G ayer 


* 
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Af preach'd at Kingſton. 
That we ſhould always prefer the publict to our own 
rate good ;, and that we ſhould not only preſerve our 
Hes untainted from any ſtudy of revenge, which is 
thays malicious and deliberate, and a child of the vi- 
| birth and conception; but that, on ſudden provo- 
ons, We ſhould ſo moderate our reſentments, as 
zot to offend againſt the meekneſs and maguanimity of 
me chriſtian good nature. For he who takes, himſelf 
p be more than he is, and others to be /e/5 than he 
ht co eſteem them, doyyuord, he is hawghty, he is 
hows, he is a vam but ag Man: He who is 
tenacious of his own advantage and intereſt as to 
neafure every thing by it, and to recede in no point 
im it, Gref vd dard, he feels his own, he regards 10 
e bis own; and. it is odds but he will fall under 
te temptation of ſeeking what 15 not bis own: And 
vho is revengeful at the ſecond-hand, or unguard- 
dy cholerick at the firſt, Tapofuivdar, he is of an un- 
mer/able temper, always to be dreaded, al to 
guarded againſt; and, indeed, ſhould be avoided as 
man of uo moderation, All theſe carry fire in their 
Nom: which burns up the good ſeeds 0 charity; and 
vill be found to be the principle which fo v 
kmes them all, that they cannot concede enough, to 
iter into the gener ous meaſures of mutual love. 
C 2 BuT 
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thinking part. The paſhons of mankind, even in th 


acts at all; and therefore what vices the mind givesi 
to, bring a taint and guilt with them which cannot e. 


\ 3 
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Bur the moſt difficult conqueſt Rill is over thi 


moſt perfect among men, are apt to make ſallies whic 
they cannot prevent, and which therefore, it is to 
hoped, will not A- to them : but the mind ne 


ver acts without deliberation and deſign, whenever 


ſily be pardon'd. With good reaſon then it is, th 
charity keeps its main guard upon the mind of ma 
in the two great points in which we are moſt apt 
offend, and that is, in hinling evil, and rejdicmg 
iniquity. 70 


How prone we are to hint evil, and to delight off lan 
ſelves in ſuch thoughts, though it is an infernal d eng 
light; how malicioufly inclined to pleaſe our ſeh by t! 
with the ev] of ſin or puniſhment in others, is tl 17 
plain to thoſe who obſerve mankind, not to be afl. 
madverted upon without ſingular regret / Nay, if ei i not 
ry one of us were but ſeriouſly to examine our (clvgWptr t 
we ſhould find this core, this rottenneſi, at our oſt ch 
Hearts, and confeſs it among the wor/# fins we coi af ch 
be guilty of, if we 4ew what it was. | | the l 

Hk is an abſolute ſtranger to true chsiſtian charſuter; 


who can cheriſh any /uch thoughts, any ſuch rejoicmy 


3 Cn — = 5 | 3 
— 
aud where the mind; is vitiated to ſueh poor, ſuck baſe, 
ch ahomirable reliſnes, ther man muſt entirely be born = 


gain, muſt have his ſoul new inform d, and the turn 
of his thoughts faſhium d ane w, before ever he can be 
brought to perform the poſitive Duties of charity. 


Boty e e h ilgd zi bone ; uohilgm zi 3G: 
43. ST: Paul having thus far ſquared his deſcription 
of this divine grace, by the two general rules of virtue, 
of learning to do well, and ceaſing to do evil; he, in 
the laſt place, lays the ſuperſtructure of perſeverance 
in well doing. When he had taught us the nature and 
firce of charity, partly by its efefts which he moſt en- 
ragingly deſcribes, and partly by a compariſon of this 
rautiful grace, with its ſhocking contraries ; he at 
length would enamour us with its perfective properties, 
by the beſt and moſt that can be ſaid of any virtue. 

IT beareth all things, it believeth all things, it hoperh 
all things, it endureth all things. It beareth all things, 
not which miſtaken honour on caprice thinks only pro- 
fer to be born, but which in the utmoſt conſtruction. 
chriſtian forbearance, in the largeſt condeſcenſions 
af chriſtian meekneſs can poſſibly, be horn: It ſweetens 
Wi liberty and juſtice of reſenting what, in the mildeſt 

iter pretation, deſerves, indeed, to be reſented ;- and. 
ther covers 4 fault, nay all faults againſt itſelf, (for 


14 DA Sermite ipreach'-at Keingiton, 

| that is the true eonſtruction of the word: g/) than 
reer 
Ir Believes all things that are ſp. 


Nen ct die 


| things t e ſpbken well, from an 
abhorrenee to any thing that is ſcandalizing, any thing 
that is malicious; and it believes with good nature like- 
| wiſe, becauſe its wiſhes are always retain'd on the fo 
| '' IT' never gives up any man as abandon'd und loſt 
| {but accompanies the worſt of men with endeavours to 
reclaim him: and becauſe while there is life there it 
Hope in other caſes, in this of ſerting him that would 
orherwiſe be oft, it is unwearied in uſing all wy and 
meek applications, upon this peradoenture which keeps 
hope Till alive, that, perbaps, the wanderer may bt 
met ith aud recover JJ. 
- Tars makes the connexion between vc #377 and 
tdjIn inehj, for be that is ever hoping, is ever wan 
ing; ever bearing the rubs and contradictions which 
may fall in his way; ever taking charitalie pains with 
winconguerable patience; as being aſſured that there 
no pleaſure more iucert and overflowing, than to har 
prevailed at laſt in a parfair, which was by ſo much the 
more worth his labour of love, as it ſeemd to be tat 
more A berurc. 5 5 | | | nn hl 
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nd — ſhow'd — a ſorted theſe fra 
firtues-were.-to.make up the complete grace of chari- 
Ws. and What à relation to and dependance upon each 
ather might eaſily be obſerved in lar progreſſive du- 
11 now. proceed to my next general argument: and 


is, 


l. To del dem fiagly + as each lorely in 8 


res, as each neeeſſary to form you into an 
d here, a triumphant Church eo oh happy: 


wxporatto 
drr Paul, when he dr. N excellent un: of of 5 
which my text is 4 part; ign'd it ee 
a/treatiſe” of morality; by, which every 
night erm his mind {and manners ; but 2 een 
ed: it to ſerye a publiet oc wing an-.8ccaſcox 
more public and. ebene than w 1 am. now 2 
hearing upon. 
In E Corinmbians, _colleively confiderd; as a + COre - 
on, and a : corporation too, were got 
— Fry) firifes which' cauſed dviſions . — 
em; dei ous which apparently weakew'd, and might - 
hre endayger d their whole body. 
Theit eontention was about the gr of of ile hint, 4 
te contention. in other communities uſually. is 1 
b places or: offices in the Prblick admm:fi 


. 
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the: body is one, 1 Cor. xii. 12. and hath many member 
and all the members of that one body, being many, ar; 
one. body, ſo were they in Ghriſt ; but the diffatisfactionf 
was, chat they were not all the head, all the eye, all 
the hand, all the directors or adminiſtrators of church 


affairs; not conſidering that if they were all the higher 
members there could be no body; and that the more cell 
feeble:members, whatever their employment was, wer ) 
as neceſſary to the body or conſtitution, as the mor Vn 
ſtrong and noble. n 5:00 Am. SOR 
.» Tax abſurdity of this St. Paul convinces, them. of inf the. 
a parable like that which Der {poke to th 
Roman People; and adviſes them, that the genera ber 
ſafety and repaſè could only be preſerv'd by the harm {for 
nious co- incidence of ant member with. another; tha Pro 
the greateſt gifts or offices were not always the % Ne 
and that he who was uſeful in his ſtation to the pub I 
lick, though he were but the ſoot, was more to be re Ne 
garded than even the eye, or the head, if the eye m/} ſpiri 
guided, or the head di/irafted, the whole body: Ang 10 
therefore, ſince all could not be24poſtles, all could no ra 
be Prophets, all could not be Teachers, all could no Jou! 
be worlers of miracles, it became them all in their j n It 
ſubordination, to ſtudy or covet. earneſtly, not the great de! 
eſt, but be beſt gifts; thoſe which et ſerv'd the gene le 
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ral good; xl sr ſays the Apoſtle, and above all, uad 
Irc oͤd oy Upiv ,d], j ſhew you, in this very 
grace of charity, beyond all compariſon, the moſt eæcel- 

lent, moſt advantagions way. > 3" ©. 
| AxD as this way of charity is certainly the moſt ex- 
cellent and advantagious to preſerve the peace and uni- 
ty of the church, which ought to be as much without 
ſeam, as the coat was of its gracioums Lord and Head; 
þ it will be found to be the h way likewiſe to preſerve 
the good underſtanding, which is the /ife of any commu- 
my. And as I therefore choſe this text as moſt pro- 
per for this /peczal occaſion, hear me, I beſeech you, 
{tor you are all concern'd) while I recommend every 
property of this grace as the rule and ornament of 
your future actions. | 
Is this noble train of duties St. Paul begins with. 
patience, becauſe by the very temper of our blood and 
ſpirits we are naturally inclin'd to the ſallies of anger, 
To correct this propenſity to rage, conſider it as a 
weakneſs, and endeavour to cure your ſelves of it, as 
you would of any other- infirmity which carries ſhame 
In its bezug known. Look upon it, as indeed it is, as 
the indication of a little hers ; and think, that to run 
ſour ſelves out of all honeſt: breath, is to make your 
elves more culpable than thoſe who have provoked you. 
D Nullum 


7 


— 


I. 
11 op 
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| Nullum eſt argumentum magnitudinis certius (ſaith Se- 
neca) quam mhil poſſe, quo inſtigeris, accidere ; there 
is uo ſign more ſure of a great and noble ſoul, than 
that nothing can poſſibly happen which ſhall provoke 
you into this madneſs: and reſolve that your other good 
gualities, which would conciliate to you the efteemand 
love of mankind, ſhall not forfeit their luſtre on ac- 
count of this furious predommance, and be able to ob- 
rain uo more for you, than to be prized and pardin d. ie, 

NExT to ſuffering long, the habit of which you 
ſhould endeavour after to keep you from being: inconſi- 
derable, learn to be kind and beneficent to make you 
truly conſiderable. Confine not your courteſies to thoſe 
of your own intereſt, but extend them to make friends} 
of your very enemies. They who can ſtand the brunt 
of your reſentment, for they expect it and. are prepared 
for it, know not how to reſiſt the force of cordial fa- 
vours, which at the ſame time convert and charm. 
This is heaping coals. of fire upon an enemies bead, in ma 
a moral ſenſe; for it vangurſhes and melts. him down: 
it makes him wonder how he could be / diſobliging, 
when you are / good; and no reſpects are ſo laſting, 
nor ſo firmly to. be depended upon, as thoſe whic 
grow up from the mellowed ground of ingenuous con 


derſion. 
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Ta1s, as men, ſhould induce you to be as kind, as 
n ohen heart can male you: But as members of a ge. 
n eummunny, of more unconfined intereſts, as chri- 
ne, remember that you. muſt exerciſe this excellent 
feln. Conſider what you your ſelves are, excluſive 
f the amine © forgrveneſs and bounty, Conſider: what 
u ſhall be at the laſt day, if (not you, but) your 
he can plead. nothing for you of this ſort. He ſhall 
ne juſtice without mercy that hath not ſhew'd mercy ; 


vou d be ſhall be ſhut out from the celeftial friendſhips. 
- cnjoyments, who, hath: had no taſte here of the 
you-unſports of for giving and doing good. / 
ole k the firſt rank of the negative properties of cha- 


l | hope I need not adviſe any of you not to be en- 
wc, ſince I: cannot tell you what envy is, without 
kding it with aggravations which none of you would 
ſulpected of. Envy ſprings from hell; and all the: 
raſures which are taken upom it are — infernal. 
o man exvzes another for his folly or his miſery, but, 
b, for thoſe inward gifts or: outward advantages, 
ich he would laſt if he could, becauſe they are not: 
ing g And this advice, I hope, is ſufficient to cure this 
hich wickedneſs of ſpirit, Rejoice always wirb them. 
con" rejoice, and only mourn with them that mourn. 
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rt, regard your. neighbour's reputation as zenderly as 
e Lo In oo Soha bag bes 
zor you cannot avoid all the ills which are incon- 
llent with a life of charity, unleſs you look carefully 
p61 your ſelves, as well as walk circumſpettly with 
boſe about you. Therefore, if yon . NO. 
jou are in as dangerous a Way to break the zule and 


Ws of charity as if you perform d too little. And if 
” u vill but look into the quarrels among mankind, an 
rac 


adinate opinion of elf hath, done more miſchief than 
| the conteſts *hich have riſen. upon the defenſive 


/ 


aue the Apoſtle's advice whatever pains it coſt 
und be cloarb'd with humility... Think not too high- 
[Pei if your ſelves, nor aſſume upon thoſe bleſſings, where- 

is God's favour that you differ from other men. 
u n your -own ſo, as, in purſuit of that, to be in- 
% to thoſe who have egual pretenſions with you. 
| 4 contented and pleas:d to ſee others hare thoſe ho- 
„ich you have adhrud; and always prefer the 
ef ad leb imtereſt to. any private deſign or — 
* | HAVING: thus, by the Grace of God, ſtudied and 


yon : 


2 A Sermon N at Kings, 


you me” eaſily believe the beſt, hope the beft pe p 
beſt, and wait for the beſt of every man in the vol 
when you have habituated your ſelves 20 fuer þ 
and be kind; not to envy.; not to be concerted; ng 
to |/eek your own tenacioully; not to think evil; 
here, and here alone lies the dzficulty, all the ry 
| gung and reludlance of fleſh and blood. 

So will you, as private men, find paths of pleajy 
neſs and peace, even in this vale of miſery; ſo wi 
you, as a body corporate, be built as a city that is 
unity in 1tfelf.; and ſo will you, as chriſtians, folloyit 
the Lag your MasrR, find pleaſures at Gag's 1 rig 


hand for evermore, 


